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Historic Road GIS

• http://culgeo.i-portal.mie-u.ac.jp/

• Menu

– Aerial Photograph (taken in 2000)

– Old Map (originally made in 1838/39)

– Viewable in contradistinction with each other

– Video / QuickTime VR / High-Resolution Digital 

Image

The Area as a “Filed-Museum!”
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Technological Aspects

• Cell splitting 

– ‘ZOOMA’ licensing by Dream Technologies Corp.

• As ActiveX (or Java program)

– Providing links in Internet Explorer

– still image, motion picture, html or ...
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Troubles or Barriers

• Invasion of Privacy? 

• Violation of National Security?
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In Process 

1. Making English version.

2. Ajax version.

• Growing out of dedicated software
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The Plans for near future

1. Expansion to the other roads (- 2010)
• 19 historic roads in Mie Prefecture

• East Kishu and Kumano Kodo (old road) etc.

2. Update the aerial-photograph
• New shootings started (2006-)  

• Old photographs are to be kept on the server

3. Partnership with other GIS-related Initiatives
• Mie Media Consortium (Collaboration with private 

companies and NPOs including local CATVs)

• Data Sharing based on GIS standard protocol
• Compliance to WMS, OpenGIS

• Link with Google Earth

10



6

11

Historic Road and Culture

• What is Culture?

– “... culture should be regarded as the set of 

distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and 

emotional features of society or a social group, and 

that it encompasses, in addition to art and literature, 

lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems, 

traditions and beliefs.”

(UNESCO. Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity. 

http://www.unesco.org/education/imld_2002/unversal_decla.

shtml#2)
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The Implications

• From dispersion of points to a line, from lines to 
2-dimensional map

– Useful for intuitive understanding

• Applicable to wide range of , and/or 
multipurpose leverage

– Scope: history, culture, tourism, disaster prevention, 
education…

– Encouragement of interdepartmental cooperation  

• High cost benefit


