MINUTES OF APAN BACKBONE COMMITTEE MEETING


23 January 2003
SPR Center Room E, Fukuoka, Japan

Meeting started at 7:35am.

Prof Shigeki Goto (Goto) chaired the committee.  Roll call was made.  The
minutes of the last meeting will be distributed by email later for comments.
DY Kim (DYKim) and Kyoko Day were designated to take minutes for this
meeting.

REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

Oceania Cluster:  by John Barlow

 Efforts have been made to invite New Zealand to join the APAN South
Cluster, yet without concrete result.  The effort will be pursued
continuously, possibly extending to Papua New Guinea and other Pacific
countries.  PNG has a link by satellite to the US.

South Custer: by Sureswaran Ramadass
-  The objective of a high speed broadband backbone has been met and on
track

-  1st phase, 1/2 circuit to TH arranged and SG has been linked.   The
policy has been formulated.   Next meeting expected in March in Bangkok

-  2nd phase, Laos/ Cambodia and through TH .PH and ID are identified.  Now
ready to accept the draft. TEIN drop into MY. The 2nd meeting to be held in
March in MY.

New satellite links are added in MY and 1 SG.  Adding more including Sri
Lanka.

-  The goal is to connect all 7 ASEAN countries.  Discussing NPO and
research group from TH, MY, and SG about the project.



NORTH Cluster:  by DY Kim

-         An update on the GENKA Project by Konish-san (Konishi) was given
yesterday, reporting a very good outcome.  Open link by January was
postponed, but should be up by beginning of February.

-         IEEAF link design was discussed in the yesterday's meeting.

-         Important outcome from the meeting about the design of IEEAF are
to form a mailing list and invite all APAN network experts along with Tyco
and IEEAF.  Overall network design is important and targeting to come up
with some ideas by April.  A physical meeting in Feb is planned.  Try to
meet at internet2 in April.

-         The next step is to expand the link to CN and invite northern
Asian countries such as Mongolia.

(The extensive report was made by Konishi later in the meeting. See the
minutes below)

Report on JPs Asia Broadband Program Committee (ABC):  by Shigeki Goto

-         The strategic committee was chaired by Mr Ushio, and the planning
committee was chaired by Prof Goto.  Prof Park, Royol, Lawrence
and Sures are the members of the strategic committee.

-         The term of the planning committee is one-year.  The committee
has made a report and ended in December.  The draft had good responses.

-         The government jointly organized with UN WSIS Meeting held from
13-15 January in Tokyo, Japan.  Dr Seo, Norbert Klein, Paul Wilson also
attended the meeting.

-         The delegates from PK, Iran and other countries in the area asked
that they can make voice at the Tokyo meeting.

-         The 2nd phase of Asia Broadband Planning will start after March
2003 fiscal year, but the plan is still in discussion and no concrete plan
has been decided at this point.

-         There are also ongoing project, such as broadband satellite as it'
s been also mentioned by JP government.

-         Document is expected to be issued later.

TrnasPAC report:   by James Williams

-         NSF asked Indian University to extend and prepare a proposal - for
TransPAC to extend 10.2003 - 2004

-         There are 3 parts to TransPAC extension:  1) high quality, 2)
expand bandwidth if possible to 10Gpbs from 2.5Gbps  by OC12, and  3)
expansion and extension of services.

-         Continuous delivery production service quality is also important.

-         Working with Konishi to prepare doc to be submitted to NSF for
review.

-         More optimistic for favorable review as the initiation came from
NSF.

Kilnam Chon (Chon) made a several suggestions and comments:
Charter
-         South Cluster be renamed to South East Cluster,

-         IEEAF being not a sub-committee, but a separate committee for
itself,

-         Work of this committee be distributed to more people to lessen the
burden of the chair and suggested to have a co-chair.

Objectives

-         Was emphasized the importance to avoid interoperability
problem--how do we guarantee interoperability or harmonization of multiple
US links.  There are and will be multiple links across the Pacific and among
APAN clusters.  Interoperation of these multiple links of different feature
and background should be studies.

-         Missing a clearly defined scope. Suggested to have 2 -short-term
goal and long term goals.

-         The backbone has to be upgraded to the range of 10 Gbps.
Immediate users are the High Energy Physics Group.  Imbalance between back
bone and the other links exists.  Definition of backbone should be
clarified.  Big gap between TransPAC and others.

-         Trans-Siberia link should be studied.  The current links are one
through North America and another via IN.  A problem is that no efficient
link to Europe yet.  Trans-Siberia link has political issues to be resolved.
As of now, the part of the link for example from Vladivostok from CJK lacks
of capacity.  Construction is underway through North Korea.  Suggested a
discussion with Russian delegate as well.

Goto would revise the charter document and circulate later to the committee
members.

DYKim requested Markus Buchhorn (Markus) to report or draft recommendations
from engineering point of view on redundant links, including traffic
efficiency.

Marcus agreed that such a report would be helpful and stressed a need for
convincing the governments as not all need a link to the US.  He also
mentioned that a similar report for EU would also be useful.

More Report from North Cluster:  Konishi

Konishi presented a report from North Cluster in more detail.  The slides
are available at the http://www.jp.apan.net/meetings/0301-APAN-fukuoka/.  A
decision to set up a website for CJK project was also included in his
report.

Mailing List:

A decision was made to create two mailing lists for the committee:  one for an open discussion and another for the key contacts from each participating country.

Updates and discussion on optimal link design:

Marcus stressed a need to evaluate the benefit - currently priority for AU-JP, but SE to EU is very slow. AU-SG.  Through KR - latency problem.

Suggested to use Trans Siberia - physically go through North Korea, stated that it needs to fix a political side first.

Cable through IN ocean to EU is another option, but lacks demands and has no plan.  No further investment expected for some time.

Future meetings:
-         teleconference or video conference to be decided later
-         possible meeting at APRICOT in Taipei, will inform later
A complete list of primary contacts and backups will be circulated when
available.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00am.

